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As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “Wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So, the man went and washed and came home seeing.
8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”
10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. 11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So, I went and washed, and then I could see.”
12 “Where is this man?” they asked him. “I don’t know,” he said.
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”
16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So, they were divided. 17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet.”
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We count it a joy that you would share with us today!
[bookmark: _Hlk201072689]May the Lord bless you and keep you,
May the face of the Lord shine upon you and be gracious to you,
May the Lord turn to you and give you peace…
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
[bookmark: _Hlk181351397][bookmark: _Hlk186554804]WE GATHER

Musical Prelude … Kimari Spangler (2)
Scripture Reading … Psalm 23 (Common English Version) … Tara Howard 
You, LORD, are my shepherd. I will never be in need. 2 You let me rest in fields of green grass. You lead me to streams of peaceful water, 3 and you refresh my life. You are true to your name, and you lead me along the right paths. 4 I may walk through valleys as dark as death, but I won't be afraid. You are with me, and your shepherd's rod makes me feel safe. 5 You treat me to a feast, while my enemies watch. You honor me as your guest, and you fill my cup until it overflows. 6 Your kindness and love will always be with me each day of my life, and I will live forever in your house, LORD.

Greetings/Call to Worship (from C.A. Riley) … Lisa Robinson
O Lord, we confess that we, as individuals and as nations, have engaged in self-protection and delusion; that we have harmed others with our words and our actions; that kindness has not always been a priority in our spirit. O Lord, let this be a season when we reclaim the practice of telling the truth about ourselves and our histories, so we might liberate our love to restore and not divide; to build and not destroy. As we gather in worship to praise the joy of you, let us raise our voices to say thank you, Hallelujah and AMEN.


WE CALL UPON THE LORD

Invitation in Song … Avery Bolden   

Prayers of the People … Rev. Ellen Woodworth
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                                                                            Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, the kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. AMEN.
Gloria Patri … Kimari Spangler



       





[bookmark: _Hlk189244559][bookmark: _Hlk181351422]Blessed Break (Let us greet one another in the name of Jesus)
WE SHARE GOD’S WORD
[bookmark: _Hlk191390755]Scripture … John 9: 1-17     
Words of Inspiration
Reflect in Music … Avery Bolden
Message … … Rev. Vernie L. Bolden. Jr
 
  WE RESPOND
Respond in Music … Joyce Bolden

Celebration of Giving

[bookmark: _Hlk205621700]Giving Prayer                                                                                                                                                                    O Lord, use our offering of money, time, and talent to enliven the church; to enhearten a world prone to discouragement; and to enable a spreading of the love of Christ. May all our gifts and our giving be acceptable in your sight. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.
AMEN.
  Affirm Our Faith (1 Corinthians 13)                                                                                                                                      If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres… 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
WE TELL THE GOOD NEWS

Go in Peace … Rev. Ellen Woodworth

 Benediction … Rev. Vernie L. Bolden, Jr


















image2.png
Celebrate





image3.tiff




