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1 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick…”
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask...”
28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you…”
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied.
35 Jesus wept.
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”
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FIFTH AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
301 Patton Avenue NW, Roanoke VA 24016
https://www.5thavepresbychurchroanoke.com
ZOOM ID: 893 2944 7595    PASSCODE: 856037
Sunday, March 22, 2026
We count it a joy that you would share with us today!
[bookmark: _Hlk201072689]May the Lord bless you and keep you,
May the face of the Lord shine upon you and be gracious to you,
May the Lord turn to you and give you peace…
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
[bookmark: _Hlk181351397][bookmark: _Hlk186554804]WE GATHER

Musical Prelude … Kimari Spangler (2)
Scripture Reading … Psalm 130: 1-6a … Brooke Stephens 
1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. 2 Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! 3 If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? 4 But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. 5 I wait for the LORD; my soul waits, and in her word, I hope; 6 my soul waits for the Lord…

Greetings/Call to Worship (from C.A. Riley) … Lisa Robinson
O God, as we gather in worship and praise to you, teach us to be present enough to the miracle of us that we could name it without deprecation. For so long we have shrunk ourselves in order to stand in crowded rooms. We have learned to speak only when spoken to and to be present without taking up space. O Lord, let us be encouraged by your strength which refuses to be held captive to the self-hatred this world feeds us. Let us nourish love and gentleness and creativity. Let us claim healing. Let us claim hope. Let us claim your love, and let us raise our voices to say thank you, Hallelujah and AMEN.


WE CALL UPON THE LORD

Invitation in Song … Avery Bolden   

Prayers of the People … Rev. Ellen Woodworth
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                                                                            Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, the kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. AMEN.
Gloria Patri … Kimari Spangler
Blessed Break (Let us greet one another in the name of Jesus)
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WE SHARE GOD’S WORD
[bookmark: _Hlk191390755]Scripture … John 11: 1-44 (select verses) … Nickey Wright    
Words of Inspiration
Reflect in Music … Avery Bolden
Message … Weeping … Rev. Vernie L. Bolden. Jr
 
  WE RESPOND
Respond in Music … Joyce Bolden

Celebration of Giving

[bookmark: _Hlk205621700]Giving Prayer                                                                                                                                                                    O Lord, use our offering of money, time, and talent to enliven the church; to enhearten a world prone to discouragement; and to enable a spreading of the love of Christ. May all our gifts and our giving be acceptable in your sight. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.
AMEN.
  Affirm Our Faith (1 Corinthians 13)                                                                                                                                      If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres… 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
WE TELL THE GOOD NEWS

Go in Peace … Rev. Ellen Woodworth

 Benediction … Rev. Vernie L. Bolden, Jr
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HISTORY MONTH

Strong, fearless, unstoppable
this month, we celebrate HER
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