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MY SPIRIT REJOICES IN
GOD MY OAVIOR
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We are so glad that you decided to share with us in worship
today! Whether we are young or old, longtime worshipers or
here for the first time, whether we come full of joy or confidence
or doubts or sorrow, in this place,

Feel at peace in how you express praise for the Lovd! Whether
quiet and reflective, clapping hands and stomping feet, shouts of
praise and utterances to God, in this place, by the loving
acceptance of Jesus, we are family. Please feel at home!

We hope to see you here again soon.
Anyone who is interested in joining this part of Christ's church
should speak to the pastor or one of the elders.

W we can assistyou - through prayer; a phone call or a listening ear -
please let us know what help we may provide. Call the church:
540.342.0264, or speak to one of us after worship.

- - -

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you ali.
(2 Corinthians 13:14, NIV)
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Fourth Sunday in Advent
(Us ) December 23, 2018

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD

Organ Prelude and Lighting of Candles

Scripture Sentences

Chimes

Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle: The Candle of Faith

Leader: The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his
name.

People: His mercy is for those who fear him from generation

fo generation.

ALL:  He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his
mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancesfors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.

Leader: Today is the fourth and final Sunday in Advent. The word
“advent” means “coming”. We are preparing for the coming of
our Savior, both as we anticipate his birth at Christmas, and his
Second Coming in glory.

People: We light candles to remind us that Jesus is the Light of the
World—the One sent by God to save us from our sin—the One
who has the power to reconcile us with God and with one anoth-
er through his love. And because we have faith in him, we live
as His lights in the world.



Leader: The circular wreath of evergreens reminds us that God's love
has no beginning or end. God's love and forgiveness are for al

people.

ance in this time of preparation. The first two candles represent

Hope and Peace. The pink candle is a symbol of Joy. The last

purple candle represents Faith. Because we have the gift of

Faith, we can live in trust that God always keeps his promises.
ALL: We live in faith, hope, and joy as we anticipate God’s prom-

ise of peace through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Prayer (unison): Who are we, Lord God, that you should come to us?
Yet you have visited your people and redeemed us in your Son. Help us
to trust you with all our hearts and minds and strength! As we prepare o
celetrate his birth, make our hearts leap for joy at the sound of your
Word, and move us by your Spiit 10 bless your wonderful works. We
ask this through him whose coming is certain, whose day draws near,
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

*Gathering in Song *O Come, All Ye Faithful # 145
Welcome and Recognition of Visitors
* Passing of the Peace +

Pastor: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you ali!

People: And also with you!

ALL: Let us now share the peace of God with one another.
(Congregalion greefs one ancther, exchanging words of peace.)

Announcements and Celebrations

Worship in Song “Wonderful Counselor” The Choir
Prayer Concemns

Invitation to Prayer (unison) (Isaiah 12:2)

The prophet Isaiah shared these words of encouragement: “Surely God
is my salvation; | will trust and not be afraid, for the LORD is my strength
and my might; God has become my salvation.” These words speak to us
today as we fry to kve our ives, sometimes not knowing ¥ we have done
right or ¥ we can live ight. These words speak to us when we are hurt-
ing and feel as though we have no value 1o any one. These words
speak 10 us when we feel isolated and afraid. These words remind us to
trust God's promise of forgiveness, wholeness, and healing in Him.



Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer

AL Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
mﬂwﬂbedmweaﬂ:asﬁsmmmﬁwwugdayw
ddyhmt_adhg‘wmmddaasmﬁry‘wwdaﬂm;aﬂ
lead us not info tempiation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer Response  “While We Are Waiting, Come” (vs. 1) #242

WE ProcLAIM GOD'S WORD
Scripture Lesson Luke 1:39-45 page 1225
Special Music ‘Silent Night, Holy Night’ Ja'da and Keely
Prayer for llumination The Rev. Vemie Bolden, Jr.
Sermon
WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD

*Hymn of Commitment  “Angels We Have Heard On High™ #132
*An Affirmation of Faith The Aposties Creed
| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crudified, dead and buried; he descended into heli; the third day he
maaahﬁmﬂwdeﬁ;hemﬂediﬁohmn.aﬂsiﬂzﬂnmthe
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy universal church; the commun-
ion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resuimection of the body and
the life everlasting. Amen.
*GlordaPatri................... “Glory Betothe Father ...............oecvonne. #623

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, workd without end. Amen.
Amen.



The Offering of Our Tithes and Gifts
* Offertory Prayer The Rev. Vemie Bolden, Jr,

* Choral Response
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee.

WE GO0 OUT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS

*Charge and Benediction The Rev. Vemnie Bolden, J.

We Carry Our Light into the World
*Go, Tell It on the Mountain® (chorusonly, x2) #138

*Those who are able may stand + Late worshipers seated

: Remember our Shut-Ins/Friends
M with a call, a card, a visit, your prayers

Mr. Bob Hale—Salem Health & Rehabilitation Center, 556-6680
1945 Roanoke Bivd, Salem VA 24153

Mr. Jim Slaughter—1219 Grayson Ave NW (24017) 366-0391

Ms. Shirley Calhoun—3087 Ordway Drive # ) (24017) 362-0617
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’ be ruler over Israel, whase origins are from of old, from an-
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Announcements & Celebrations

Forming Faith Bible Study - Tuesdays at 6pm.
Come and grow with us! NO Bible Study this week —
Merry Christmas!!!

We are receiving our annual Christmas Joy Offering today. See
the insert for more information as we join with other Presbyteri-
ans across the country to support The Assistance Program of the
Board of Pensions (church workers), Schools and Colleges Equipping

Mﬂm,ﬂmmw&wm of Color.
Picase give prayerfuily as you are abiel

The Pastor’s Office hours are by appointment—contact
vernlee3@hotmail.com, or call the office—540.342.0264

The Choir meets as announced Comejdinthefellowship.New
members are welcomed, young and old(er)!

Remember: No one should have to choose between paying rent

and feeding their family. Bring a food offering to share with
those who need our help.

coat drive. Monctary dongtions or gift cards may be submitted to
AngchorChnyl.lescmppcumdhlphaepmoanmmﬁty
youth warm.

Joint

Christmas Eve Service at Northminster Presbyterian Church
on Monday, December 24 at 4:00 pm.

Next Sunday: Friends & Family Day—bring somebody, and
something to share for our potluck repast after worship!




December 20, 2009 ' Lectionary Readings for the day:
4" Sunday of Advent ' Micah 5:2-5a
Seasonal Color: Purple Luke 1:47-55 or Psalm 80:1-7
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)

And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has
looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely,
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the
Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his
name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation
to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has
brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up
the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and
sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he
made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants
forever.”
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