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Welcome ! JJ!;%

We are so glad that you decided to share with us in worship
today! Whether we are young or old, longtime worshipers or
here for the first time, whether we come full of joy or confidence
or doubts or sorrow, in this place,
by the grace and mercy of God-in-Christ, we are family.

Feel at peace in how you express praise for the Lord! Whether
quiet and reflective, clapping hands and stomping feet, shouts of
praise and utterances to God, in this place, by the loving

acceptance of Jesus, we are family. Please feel at home!

We hope to see you here again soon.
Anyone who is interested in joining this part of Christ’s church
should speak to the pastor or one of the elders.

Jfwe can assist you - through prayer; a phone call or a listening ear -
please let us know what help we may provide. Call the church:
540.342.0264, or speak fo one of' us gﬁer worship.

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
(2 Corinthians 13:14, NIV)
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" 5 Third Sunday in Advent
?‘
STl December 16, 2012
Musician......... . V. Fredenick Soiden
Pastor R, The Rev. Vemie Boiden. I
WE GATHER TO WORsHIP GOD

Organ Prelude and Lighting of Candles

Scripture Sentences
Chimes
Lighting of the Third Advent Candle: The Candle of Joy (pink)

Leader: Let your gentieness be evident fo all. The Lord is near!

People: Rejoice in the Lord always. | say again, rejoice!

Leader: Do not be anxious about anything. With thanksgiving present
your reguests to God.

People: Rejoice in the Lord always. | say again, rejoice!

ALL: And the peace of God, which surpasses all understzanding.
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Leader: Today is the third Sunday in Advent. The word “adveni” means
“coming”. We are preparing for the coming of our Savior, both
as we anticipate his birth at Christmas, and his Second Coming
in glory.

People: We light candles fo remind us that Jesus is the Light of the
World—the One sent by God fo save us from our sin—ihe One
who has the power fo reconcile us with God and with one anoth-
er through his love.
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Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Przyer
Al Qur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Wy name, thy Kingdon

come, thy will be done on earth 2s & iz in heaven. Give uz #is dzy or

daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 25 we | forgive our detiorz ze

it

lead us not into temptation, but defiver us from evil. For tine iz Fe ko
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Przyer Response "0 Come, Messizh, Come Agzin” =24

We ProcLam Goo’s Woso

Scripture Lesson John 3:7-18 oege 1727
Special Music

Prayer for lllumination The Rev. Vemie Boiden. Jr.
Sermon

WEe RespoND TO Goo's Wosn

‘Hymn of Commitment = “While We Ars Waiing. Come" £242
*An Affirmation of Faith The Aposties Creed
| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of i
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was concsived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Piliats, wes

Crucified, c=acf and buried; he descended into hell; the thi

Fose agzin from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sittsd
ight hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
[u8zz the guick 2nd the dead

| belisve in the Holy Ghost; the holy universsl church; the commun-
91 of szints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body anc

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son. and fo e Haly Ghost
& fwas in the beginning, is now a'?d ever shall be, world wihout end. Amen.
Amen.




The Offering of Our Tithes and Gifts

* Offertory Prayer The Rev. Vemie Bolden, Jr,

* Choral Response
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee.

WE Go OuT TO SHARE THE GooD NEWS

*Charge and Benediction The Rev. Vernie Bolden, Jr.

We Carry Our Light Into the World
“This Little Light of Mine”
1.This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine
2.Jesus gave it to me, I'm gonna let it shine
3.Evirywhere | go, I'm gonna let it shine

*Those who are able may stand + Late worshipers seated
% Remember our Shut-Ins/Friends
with a call, a card, a visit, your prayers
Mr. Bob Hale—Salem Health & Rehabilitation Center, 556-6680
1945 Roanoke Blvd, Salem VA 24153
Mr. Jim Slaughter—1219 Grayson Ave NW (24017) 366-0391
Ms. Shirley Calhoun—3087 Ordway Drive #J (24017) 362-0617

The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of
the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and
every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall
be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh
shall see the salvation of God." (Luke 3: 5-6)




Forming Faith Bible Study - Tuesdays at bpm.
Come and grow with us!

Our second annual Blue Christmas will be celebrated on Tues-
day, December 18 at 6:30 p.m. Participation in the service
shows our support for one another and is z0f just for those who
Aare depressed or grieving. If the season is difficult or less than

joyous for you or someone you know, we hope you will plan to
attend.

The Pastor’s Office hours are by appointment—contact
vernlee3@hotmail.com, or call the office—540.342.0264

The Choir meets as announced Come join the fellowship. New
members are welcomed, young and old(er)!

Remember: No one should have to choose between paying rent
and feeding their family. Bring a food offering to share with
those who need our help.

Donations are still being accepted for our holiday coat drive.
Monetary donations or gift cards may be submitted to Angela or
Cheryl. Please support and help keep our community youth
warm.

Plack Nativity by [ angston [Hughes will be presented by St. Paul

United Methodist Church today at5 pm. Call BJ Brown at 354-
7025 for more information.

Joint Christmas Eve Service at Northminster Presbyterian Church



Jesus Christ, you are the
perfect gift, given to lead us
in the ways of redemption
and peace. You pointed us
to God with your life. We
celebrate with the gift of
our lives and support for our

. —

leaders, past, present and
future. May those who lead

your Church point us always
to you, and to your ways of
joy, hope, love and peace.
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\JIZ CHRISTMASJOY

a F SPECIAL OFFERINGS
LEADERSHIP: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE




The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A)
reflects God’s perfect gift to us,
through the Christmas Joy Offering.

3K SUPPORTING OUR PAST AND PRESENT LEADERS

“It is wonderful that the church does not
forget those who worked in Presbyterian
ministries at home and abroad.”

Rev. Ralph Hamburger
(Honorably Retired)
Pasadena, California

Ralph is grateful that he is able to stay with his wife in assisted living and that
she is getting good care with her declining health.

By supporting the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, the Christmas
Joy Offering honors the faithfulness of current and retired church workers and
their families in need. Thanks in part to support from this Offering, church
workers can receive critical financial assistance to support them through life’s
challenging circumstances — whether it is a family emergency, a health care
Crisis or even assistance to pastors affected by natural disasters such as last
year’s Hurricane Maria. These generous actions bear witness to our faithful
response to God’s charge to care for one another.

50%
of your gifts to Christmas Joy

provide assistance for current and retired church workers
and their families with critical financial need.



Please give generously.

IFWEALLDO ALITTLE, IT ADDSUPTO A LOT.

Z pREPARING THE WAY FOR FUTURE LEADERS

7R

| uci received 2 scholzrship but 2lso works on campus during the summer. She

— -
2znires to either be z nurse or 2 teacher because it is important to her to be

The PC(USA), with its historic commitment to higher leaming, has long
promoted educztion znd | ezde—:s&r’- development through the estzblishment

znd support of schools znd colleges. Our future church leaders of color can
recemre much-needed zssistance while they discover and pursue their
orofessionz] gozls 2t Presbyterizn-relzted schools z2nd colleges equipping
communrities of color. Your gifts 2llow these ministries to continue —
sustzining 2 tradition ?re-z..."-rﬁ"[; h:-vr— a.-ma‘ out for nezrly 140 years.

of your gifts to Christmas Joy make it possible
for students to lezm znd grow in fzith 2t Presbyterian-related schools

1

znd colleges equipping communities of color




NI CHRISTMAS JOY
Z F SPECIAL OFFERINGS

LEADERSHIP: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) reflects God’s gift to us, through the
Christmas Joy Offering, with generous gifts supporting church leaders —
retired, present and future — who have pointed us to God. Even as we
support our current and former church leaders, God is calling new leaders for
our Church and world, through the ministry of Presbyterian-related schools
and colleges equipping communities of color — offering students the means

for a brighter future and enhanced opportunities to use their talents and skills
to serve God, the Church and the world for years to come.

&)

WAYS TO GIVE

@

Through your congregation

&)

Text JOY to 20222 to give $10

=

Online at presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) The Christmas Joy Offering is one of four annual

Presbyterian MiSSiOﬂ special offerings. The church-wide Special Offerings

of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) play an important

role in defining what it means to be a connectional church in the twenty-first century, bringing together

the diversity of the PC (USA) to focus and take faith-based action on shared concerns. The Offerings

offer opportunities for partnership, learning, and witness and profoundly affect the life of the church as
a collective witness to Jesus Christ’s love for the whole church.
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