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Only the Christ candle is white, also a color signifying joy in man
fullness of joy is in the Lord. -
The Christ candle in the center of the wreath is lit on Christmas E
his birth. We re-light this candle on the Sunday following Chri
celebrate the season of Christmas which ends on Epiphany (Janua
“Advent” means coming or arrival. During the four weeks of
brate Christ’s coming in the world and watch with expectant hope fc
It is 2 time for communal discernment and personal examination. We have
through scripture to prepare so that we are ready for the Christ when he ¢
Until the dawning of that Great Day when Christ will return, we watcl
Christ’s coming into the darkness of our world, lighting candles of hope, |
love; and remembering the promises of God with prayer.
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:-.« that the King of glory may come in. Psalm 2
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We Assemble in “ /

Organ Prelude and Lighting of Candles

Gathering in Song (seated). ... “While We Are Waiting, C
Welcome i

Lighting of the Third A

Leader: Watch and wait, for Christ is coming! We light candl
Love, remembering the promises of God with prayer. T
Hope. We light the second candle in Peace. We light the
To those who live as exiles from home in 2 dark time, to
ers’ oppression, to those who are sin’s exiles from their bes
speaks the jov of good news. Let us read responsively the

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and &

shall see the glory of the Lord, the Majesty of
People: Strengthen the weak hands. and make firm the

a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Yo
All: The redeemed of the Lord shall return to 2
upon their heads; they shall obtain joy ¢




* Call to Worshi .
Leader: Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, Rejoi
People: Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The L
All: Come, Lord Jesus!

* Hymn of Praise...................“Angels From the Realms of Glory”....
Announcements and Celebrations
Welcome of Visitors

* Passing of the Peace +

Leader: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all! )
People:  Peace be with you! Let us now share the peace of God with one
(Congregation greets one another, exchanging words of pea

Hymn.......... ... .. ... “Lifi Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates™.........
Invitation to Confession
Leader: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have f
yet walk in darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his
all sin. In humility and faith let us confess our sin to God. Let us pray.
Prayer of Confession (unison): Holy and merciful God, in your presenc
fulness, our shortcomings, and our offenses against you. You alone kn
sinned in wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting
on us, O Lord, for we are ashamed and serry for ail we have done to di

sins, and help us to live in your light, and walk in your ways, for the s:
Savior.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Forgiveness
Leader: Hear the good news! God so loved the world t
whoever believes in him should not perish, t
People: God did not send his Son into the
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We Proclaim God’s Worc

Serq)tllreLenson Luke 1:39-56

Special Music
Prayer for Illumination

Sermon

We Respond to God’s Word |

* Affirmation of Faith

I believe in God the Father Almighty,Makerofhmvenaﬂd

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conc
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, wascruclﬁed,
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he as: to he
right hand of God the Father Almighty; ﬁ'omthencehcslﬂﬂ come 1o j
dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy universal chnrdl, i
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i t}ungs come of Thee, O Lord; and

We Go in God’s Name

Charge and Benediction
We Carry Our Light Into the World

1. This little light of mine... 2. Everywhere
*Those who are able may stand

Welcome Visitors!

We are glad you have joined us in worship today. Please fill out the ca
you at the door. We hope to see you here again soon. Anyone who 1s inte
part of Christ’s church should speak to the pastor or one of the elders.

+ Notes from the Pastor +

e If you are coping with sadness or grief during this holiday seasa
“Blue Christmas” Worship Service on Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.r

e Office hours this week: by appointment—contact vernlee3(@hotmail.cor
fice—540.342.0264 B
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+ Other Announcements +
e The Adult Choir meets as announced Come join the fellows
comed.
e Remember: Children are back in school and need
: - them learn! Bring a food offering to share with those




For our enemies, both personal and national, including tertorists
anmﬂ&“y;krm“ﬁym . :
For unity in the Church, conperation among denominations, for people of

For all who mourn the deaths of loved ones and friends: for vic
of California wildfires, the Mexico earthquake, victims of Hur ica
Maria, Nate & other tropical storms, dealing with the aftermath
manmade accidents & for those who work to help them rebuild
from famine and hunger, for people in our own Roanoke & SW

For those battling cancer & other health and life-challenging |
depression, with addiction; for those recovering from illnes:s
Campbell, Audra Williams, Pat Brown (Ruth’s sister), Carol
Fred), Rev Dusty Fiedler, Anita Pendleton, Jim Slanghter, T
McFadden (Russ” mother), Cynthia & Nat Harris, Ruth Hi
Robert Woodworth, health care workers and researc
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