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‘ \ Third Sunday in Advent
i December 15, 2019
T g TR A R R e The Rev. Vernie Bolden, Jr.
012 R L N sty o S W b B o Mr. Frederick Bolden
GROE DINBOI0N........c. oot varrrennssnnenennsns e T ol T R Mr. Rayfus Parham
PIBIIBYE. 0o il ionsnoss s smninsinssncotuiina iy U o Ms. Kimari Wright
WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD

Organ Prelude and Lighting of Candles
Scripture Sentences
Chimes
Lighting of the Third Advent Candle (Rose): Joy

A Reading from Scripture: from Luke 1:46b-55

Call to Worship

Leader: Why are you here?

People: We're looking for the Savior — the promised One of God.

Leader: What is this Savior, this Messiah supposed to do?

People: We're expecting him to change things - to make things right -
to bring God's rule to the world.

Leader And what are you doing - to get ready, to prepare the way for

m to open our hearts, and the hearts of all
5'ms,mdourprlonﬁas We're
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ALL: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior.” On this third Sunday in Advent, we remember
God’s love and his promise of a Savior as we wait in hope,
live in faith, and abide in joy. God keeps his promises!/

Prayer (unison): God of joy and exultation, you strengthen what is

weak; you enrich the poor and give hope to those who live in fear. Make

us grateful for the good news of salvation and keep us faithful in your

service until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives for ever and

ever. Amen.

*Gathering in Song  “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night"  # 20 Blue

(tune: “Come, Ye Thankful People” 551)
Welcome and Recognition of Visitors

* Passing of the Peace +

Leader: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all!

People: And also with you!

ALL:  Let us now share the peace of God with one another.
(Congregation greets one another, exchanging words of peace.)

Announcements and Celebrations

Worship in Song “The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy” (insert)

Prayer Concerns
Invitation to Prayer (unison) (from Philippians 1: 3-11)

The apostle Paul wrote these words to the church: “I thank my God eve-
ry time | remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my
prayers for all of you. | am confident of this, that the one who began a
good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus
Christ." These words encourage us as we live our lives in joy & sad-
ness, in frustration & hope, in faith & in fear, leading us to seek the for-
giveness, wholeness, and healing that can be found in the Lord.
B ’, .
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WE PrROCLAIM Gob’s Worp
Scripture Lesson
special Music “Alleluia! Praise the Lord" The Choir
Prayer for lllumination The Rev. Vemie Bolden, Jr
Sermon
WE RESPOND TO Gop’s WoRrD

*Hymn of Commitment  “/t Came Upon the Midnight Clear”  # 128

*An Affirmation of Faith The Apostles Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the

Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was

crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy universal church; the commun-
ion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body and
the life everlasting. Amen.

*Gloria Patri ................... ‘Glory Be to the Father" .................... #1623

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end
Amen. Amen.
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Announcements & Celebrations

Forming Faith Bible Study - Tuesdays at 6pm.
Come and grow with us!

Our annual Blue Christmas service will be celebrated on Tuesday,
December 17, at 6:30 pm. If the season is difficult or less than joyous
for you or someone you know, we hope you will plan to attend. Par-
ticipation in the service shows our support for one another and is not
just for those who are depressed or grieving.

Save postagel The Youth will distribute our “in-house” Christmas
cards next Sunday. A basket is available near the Christmas tree.

Youth Ice Skating Party: Monday, December 23

The Pastor’s Office hours are by appointment—contact
vernlee3@hotmail.com, or call the office—540.342.0264

The Choir meets as announced Come join the fellowship. New mem-
bers are welcomed, young and old(er)!

Remember: No one should have to choose between paying rent and
feeding their family. Bring a food offering to share with those who
need our help.

Remember our Shut-Ins/Friends
with a call, a card, a visit, your prayers

Mr. Bob Hale—Salem Health & Rehabilitation Center, 541-8898
1945 Roanoke Blvd, Salem VA 24153

Mr. Jim Slaughter—1219 Grayson Ave NW (24017) 366-0391
Ms. Shirley Calhoun—3087 Ordway Drive #J (24017) 362-0617

4& have used bells to announce to the whole
time for worship. Bells, or chimes, tell us it is

n focus on the reason we are
1God who demands our full
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~ AGIFT RECEIVED.

Honor the wondrous gift to the world with a gift of your
own. Please support the Christmas Joy Offering.

NI/ CHRISTMAS JOY
ZF SPECIAL OFFERINGS %

Scanned with CamScanner




THE GIFT OF OPPORTUNITY

Mariposa Duran came into the world
under difficult circumstances. Her mothe,
was unable to care for her and as a baby
Mariposa was adopted by her grandmother
Her grandmother made a promise to God
that she would care for Mariposa and raise

‘-’ ¥ . ., .

o her with positive values and opportunities.
As middle school approached, one such opportunity appeared—the chance
to attend Menaul School, one of the Presbyterian-related racial ethnic
schools and colleges supported by the Christmas Joy Offering.

Thanks in part to the Christmas Joy Offering, Mariposa can take advantage of
all that Menaul School has to offer—studying, playing sports, and dreaming
of what she wants to do for a career (she’d like to be a family court judge).

DID YOU KNOW...

» One of the best predictors of college readiness is academic

achievement by 8th grade.’

+ The number of jobs requiring postsecondary education has
doubled over the last 40 years.*

* People who hold a bachelor’s degree earn 65% more over the
course of their working lives than high school graduates.” They are

also twice as likely to be employed *

» College graduation rates for Latino, Native American, and African
/ American students have improved in the last decade.” But there
s still a 14% gap between white and minority students’
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Menaul School also provides a richer experien
her faith and is part of a multicultural ‘Sil-l(j(“nt bod
about diversity and inclusion. The Prosbymm;n. .I s
and colleges supported by the Christinas Jéy Off(\, . (
like Mariposa for college. Mariposa is Iooking to i

; a fu e wi V
apply the lessons of her faith in service to other i

S,

When asked about what other students w
to attend Menaul School, Mariposa says
never experienced in any other school. O

ould thinkiftheym‘-:m-  y
There’s diversity like they |
verall, it's wonderfy| ”

Your gift to. the Christmas Joy Offering supports Presbyterian-
relai.:ed racial ethnic schools and colleges where students like
Mari learn to lead with faith in their lives and work.

About the institutions supported by the Christmas Joy Offering

Menaul School
* Day and boarding school for grades 6-12

* Offers individualized attention with a student-teacher
ratio of just 9:1

Stillman College

» Liberal arts college with rich history of excellence

» 84% of faculty hold terminal degrees

Presbyterian Pan American School

« International college-preparatory boarding school

« 100% of students are accepted into colleges or universities
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