[bookmark: _Hlk189244661][bookmark: _Hlk186554861][bookmark: _Hlk181351472][bookmark: _Hlk165175966]Genesis 19: 12-17, 23-26
12 The two men said to Lot, “Do you have anyone else here—sons-in-law, sons or daughters, or anyone else in the city who belongs to you? Get them out of here, 13 because we are going to destroy this place. The outcry to the LORD against its people is so great that he has sent us to destroy it.”
[bookmark: _Hlk129414908]14 So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were pledged to marry his daughters. He said, “Hurry and get out of this place, because the LORD is about to destroy the city!” But his sons-in-law thought he was joking.
15 With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Hurry! Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away when the city is punished.”
16 When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of his two daughters and led them safely out of the city, for the LORD was merciful to them. 17 As soon as they had brought them out, one of them said, “Flee for your lives! Don’t look back, and don’t stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains or you will be swept away!”
[bookmark: _Hlk129418337]23 By the time Lot reached Zoar, the sun had risen over the land. 24 Then the LORD rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah—from the LORD out of the heavens. 25 Thus he overthrew those cities and the entire plain, destroying all those living in the cities—and also the vegetation in the land. 26 But Lot’s wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.


Our Prayer List
Jon Barton, Rhonda Hale, Jim Slaughter, Joe Loving, Jr, Thom Witting, Gabriela Rangel, Geri Tankersly, Ja’Land & Denny Robinson, Robert & Katrine Cole, Jawaad Saunders, Kimberly Wyatt, Virginia Robinson, Philip and Ruth Claytor


FORMING FAITH BIBLE STUDY
Mondays @ 12pm
Zoom ID: 848 1620 9379 Passcode: 538638 

REMINDER: 5th Avenue safely and securely accepts gifts of offering and giving through mail, in-person, or our website: https://www.5thavepresbychurchroanoke.com
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FIFTH AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
301 Patton Avenue NW, Roanoke VA 24016
https://www.5thavepresbychurchroanoke.com
ZOOM ID: 893 2944 7595    PASSCODE: 85603
Sunday, March 8, 2026
We count it a joy that you would share with us today!
[bookmark: _Hlk201072689]May the Lord bless you and keep you,
May the face of the Lord shine upon you and be gracious to you,
May the Lord turn to you and give you peace…
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Sunday, March 8, 2026
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
[bookmark: _Hlk181351397][bookmark: _Hlk186554804]WE GATHER

Musical Prelude … Kimari Spangler (2)
Scripture Reading … Psalm 95: 1-6 … Nickey Wright 
O come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to God with songs of praise! 3 For the LORD is a great God and a great King above all gods. 4 In the LORD’S hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are God’s also. 5 The sea is the LORD’S, for God made it, and the dry land, which the LORD’S hands have formed. 6 O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!

Greetings/Call to Worship (from C.A. Riley) … Lisa Robinson
When we take account of the tragedies of the world, It is difficult to believe that there is a powerful and loving God with us. Thank you so much we wish you would intervene in to bring justice and healing now we trust that you are a God who is patient with these doubts a God who will not threatened by our doubts but draws near to us in it. Help us toward an understanding of you that includes tension and mystery and the glory of your love. As we gather in this worship let us together say thank you, Hallelujah and AMEN.


WE CALL UPON THE LORD

Invitation in Song … Avery Bolden   

Prayers of the People … Rev. Ellen Woodworth
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                                                                            Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, the kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. AMEN.
Gloria Patri … Kimari Spangler



       





[bookmark: _Hlk189244559][bookmark: _Hlk181351422]Blessed Break (Let us greet one another in the name of Jesus)
WE SHARE GOD’S WORD
[bookmark: _Hlk191390755]Scripture … Genesis 19: 12-17; 23-26 … Brooke Stephens     
Reflect in Music … Avery Bolden
Words of Inspiration … Beth Durodoye 
Message … Change is Coming … Rev. Vernie L. Bolden. Jr
 
  WE RESPOND
Respond in Music … Rev. Ellen Woodworth

Celebration of Giving

[bookmark: _Hlk205621700]Giving Prayer                                                                                                                                                                    O Lord, use our offering of money, time, and talent to enliven the church; to enhearten a world prone to discouragement; and to enable a spreading of the love of Christ. May all our gifts and our giving be acceptable in your sight. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.
AMEN.
  Affirm Our Faith (1 Corinthians 13)                                                                                                                                      If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres… 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
WE TELL THE GOOD NEWS

Go in Peace … Joyce Bolden

 Benediction … Rev. Vernie L. Bolden, Jr
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